
 
 

The Village of Northbrook is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  
Individuals with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in 
order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding the 
accessibility of this meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact Greg Van Dahm or Debbie Ford (664-
4014 or 4013respectively) promptly to allow the Village of Northbrook to make reasonable accommodations 
for those persons.  Hearing impaired individuals may call the TDD number, 564-8645, for more information. 

 
 

 

 

NORTHBROOK VILLAGE HALL, 1225 CEDAR LANE 
January 29, 2019, 5:30 P.M., TERRACE ROOM 

 
The Public Works Committee of the Village of Northbrook Board of Trustees will hold a meeting on 

Tuesday, January 29, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. in the Terrace Room of the Village Hall, 1225 Cedar Lane, 
Northbrook, Illinois. The following will be discussed. 

MEETING AGENDA 

         

1. Call To Order 

 

2. Hear From The Audience 
 

3. Tree Removal Permit Request – 1227 Eastwood Lane 
 

4. Adjourn 

Bob Israel, Chair 
Public Works Committee 
 
Members: Trustee Buehler 
  Trustee Han 
 
 
Village of Northbrook 
Cook County, Illinois 
January 29, 2019 

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 



  
 

 
   PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 

MEMORANDUM  
VILLAGE OF NORTHBROOK 

TO:  Public Works Committee  

FROM: Matt Morrison, Assistant Public Works Director 

DATE:  January 16, 2019 

SUBJECT:  Tree Permit Review - 1227 Eastwood Lane  
 

 
Request for Tree Permit 
A building permit for the demolition of the existing home and construction of a new home on the 1227 
Eastwood Lane property was submitted in late August 2018. On December 13, 2018 the property owner 
of 1227 Eastwood Lane,  Victor Bickus on behalf of 1227 Eastwood LLC, submitted a tree removal permit 
in conjunction with planned construction on the property. The permit included the removal of two 
landmark trees in the required yard (a 31 inch diameter Black Walnut and a 25 inch diameter Sugar 
Maple tree). The reason listed on the permit for the removal of the landmark trees was that they are 
dead. The 16.5 inch Cottonwood tree included in the permit is classified as a nuisance tree and is 
removed administratively. 
 
The applicant submitted the required tree assessments by their arborist on December 20, 2018. On the 
“1 to 5” scale where a “1” is “No Apparent Damage” and a “5” is “Dead” the property owner’s arborist, 
Ralph Sieber of G&C Tree Service, rated the Black Walnut tree a 2.8 and the Maple as a 4.2. The property 
owner’s arborist also noted that the trees had holes drilled/bored in their bases, however he did not 
attribute a cause to the holes stating that they may be manmade or the result of a boring insect.  
 
Tree Preservation 
The property owner is requesting the removal of two landmark trees, a 31 inch diameter Black Walnut 
tree and a 25 inch diameter Sugar Maple tree. The Black Walnut remains in average health while the 
Maple is declining but not dead. Staff does not disagree with the ratings of the property owner’s 
arborist. The Black Walnut is in conflict with the construction of the garage of the new home and the 
Maple is in conflict with the construction of the new circular driveway.  
 
As the Public Works Committee is aware, replacement is required on an inch for inch basis on the 
property or payment of the fee in-lieu of replacement. At present, the property owner has indicated to 
staff that they intend to replant 12 inches of trees on the property. A summary of the required 
replanting or fee in-lieu of replacement is included in Table 1. If no replanting is done, the fee in-lieu of 
replanting will be $8,400. 
 

Table 1. Summary of Removals and Replanting Requirements 

Tree Tree Classification Inches to be Replanted If Not Replanted In Full, Fee In-Lieu of Cost* 

31” Black Walnut Landmark 31” $4,650 

25” Sugar Maple Landmark  25” $3,750 

*Fee can be reduced by $150 per inch of trees replanted on the property.  

 
Staff also observed the holes drilled/bored in the bases of the trees that the property owner’s arborist 
noted. These holes were similar to those on the Burr Oak that was removed from the property in the 
summer of 2018. Staff has observed the holes on the Black Walnut and Maple trees on a number of 
occasions and is troubled by them. Staff’s observations noted a residue weeping from the holes with a 



pungent smell. The holes are the width of a standard #2 pencil, and a depth of approximately 1.5”. In 
reviewing the holes that have appeared on the Black Walnut, Sugar Maple and the Burr Oak that was 
removed from the property last summer,  staff is not aware of a boring insect that creates holes of that 
diameter and depth in trees, leaves a residue on the tree, or that attacks all three species of trees. 
 
Municipal Code and Process 
The removal of a landmark tree in a required yard must be reviewed by the Public Works Committee 
and approved by the Board of Trustees. Further, replacement of the tree(s) is mandatory per the 
Municipal Code (Chapter 25-13 (c) (1)) which requires replacement of any protected, landmark, or 
heritage tree that is located in any required yard on an inch for inch basis. Property owners have the 
option of paying a fee in lieu of replanting, which is established in the Annual Fee Ordinance and is $150 
per inch of diameter at breast height for landmark trees. The Municipal Code allows for exemptions 
from the replacement of heritage trees and payment of the fee in-lieu of replanting for trees that are 
dead of natural causes, hazardous, diseased, infested, or otherwise unsafe. 
 
The Municipal Code also prohibits damage being deliberately caused to landmark trees. Section 25-2 of 
the Municipal Code defines “Damage” to trees as an direct or indirect actions that cause or is reasonably 
likely to cause the death of a tree or a significant loss of a tree’s structural integrity including but not 
limited to poisoning, girdling the tree, etc. Section 25-3 (1) states that any activity that anticipates or 
involves the actual or reasonably likely damage to a protected, heritage, or landmark tree is a regulated 
tree activity. Lastly, Section 25-10 (a) of the Municipal Code states a tree permit is required for any 
regulated tree activity. When property owners or contractors have been found to have damaged a 
protected/landmark/heritage tree or removed a tree without a permit the penalty is a stop work order 
of $250 and payment for the value of tree, which is equal to what the fee in-lieu of replanting is.  
 
Recommendation 
Staff recommends that the Public Works Committee recommend removal of the landmark trees as they 
are in conflict with the proposed new home and will decline to a point of dying or becoming a hazard as 
a result of the holes drilled/bored into the base of the trees. Given the nature of the holes drilled/bored 
into the trees and the residue weeping from them, staff recommends that the full fees of $8,400 be 
assessed and not reduced by replanting on the property. Consistent with other landmark and tree 
removals considered by the Public Works Committee, staff recommends that a condition of tree 
removals be that the wood from the trees be reused for a purpose other than firewood, mulch, or wood 
chips and preferably be used in the construction of the new home.  Lastly, that the property owner and 
their contractor should be required to take aggressive measures to preserve all other trees on this and 
neighboring properties.    
 
Staff will be present at the Public Works Committee meeting to address any questions that may arise. 
 
Attachments 
1. Tree Removal Application and Property Owner Submittal 
2. Pictures of Trees Proposed for Removal 
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TREE CLASSIFICATIONS 

• Protected Tree 
• All parkway trees  

• Any privately owned tree with a diameter at breast height (DBH) of 6 
inches or greater 

• Landmark Tree 
• Certain species of trees with a DBH of 12 inches or greater (e.g. Oak, 

Ironwood (6”+), Maple, Buckeye, Gingko, etc.) 

• Heritage Tree 
• Large Oaks, Hickories, Ironwoods, and American Elms 

• Heritage trees are generally those that: 
• Predate or correspond with the incorporation of the Village 

• Have survived a catastrophic disease that killed off trees of a similar genus  

• Nuisance Tree 
• Nuisance trees are either prone to an insect or disease or have 

undesirable characteristics that reduce quality of life for residents in 
the community (e.g. Buckthorn, Cottonwood, Willow, etc.) 



REQUIRED VS. NON-REQUIRED YARD 



PROCESS 

• Removal of any non-hazardous/non-dangerous 

landmark tree within a required yard requires 

approval from the Village Board 

• After staff receives a request for such a removal, a 

Public Works Committee meeting is held to review 

the request for a tree permit 

• The Public Works Committee makes a 

recommendation to the full Village Board  

• The Village Board adopts a resolution approving, 

approving with conditions, or denying the tree 

permit 



1227 EASTWOOD LANE 
 OVERVIEW OF REQUEST 

• For the Public Works Committee’s consideration 
tonight is a permit request for the removal of two (2) 
landmark trees in a required yard.  

• Property owner has requested the removal of these 
trees in conjunction with the demolition of the existing 
home and the construction of a new home on the 
property. 

• The trees are  31” diameter Black Walnut and 25” 
diameter Sugar Maple.  

• The property owner’s arborist has rated the Black 
Walnut a 2.8  and the Sugar Maple a 4.2. 

• Ratings are done on a 1 to 5 scale where 1 is No 
Apparent Damage and 5 is Dead.  



1227 EASTWOOD LANE 







1227 EASTWOOD 



1227 EASTWOOD LANE 



1227 EASTWOOD LANE 



1227 EASTWOOD LANE 



STAFF’S ASSESSMENT OF REQUEST 

• Staff does not disagree with the property owner’s 

arborists ratings of the trees. 

 

• The Black Walnut is in conflict with the construction 

of the new home’s garage while the Sugar Maple is 

in conflict with the proposed circular driveway. 

 

• The property owner has indicated they intend to 

replant 12 inches of trees on the property.  

 





STAFF’S ASSESSMENT OF REQUEST 

• The property owner’s  arborist and have staff have 
observed holes drilled or bored into the base of the 
Black Walnut and Sugar Maple. 

• Similar holes were observed on the base of the Burr 
Oak removed in the summer of 2018.  

• Staff has observed residue weeping from the holes 
with a pungent smell, holes of a diameter the width 
of a standard #2 pencil, and a depth of 
approximately 1.5”deep.  

• Staff is not aware of any insect that bores holes of 
the size or depth witnessed and attacks the three 
species on the property.  











RECOMMENDATION 

• Authorize the removal of the landmark Black Walnut and Sugar Maple.  
 

• If the landmark tree removals are approved, staff recommends the following 
conditions: 

 

• $150 per inch DBH for the landmark trees be assessed for the 56 inches of trees 
being removed. 

 

• Given the nature of the holes drilled/bored into the base of the tree, staff 
recommends that the fee for these trees not be eligible for reduction by 
replanting of trees on the property.  

 

• The wood from the tree must be milled for a purpose other than firewood, 
mulch, or wood chips and preferably be used in the construction of the new 
home.  

 

• The builder and homeowner must take aggressive measures to preserve all 
other heritage and landmark trees on the property and those located on 
adjacent properties 

 

• The property owner will be subject to any conditions associated with tree 
permits for the removal of additional trees. 



REQUESTED ACTION:  
1227 EASTWOOD LANE 

• Provide a recommendation to the Village Board 

whether the applicant’s request for removal of a 

heritage tree should be approved, approved with 

conditions, or denied. 


