APPROVED MINUTES – SPECIAL MEETING OF PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE COMMISSION
Northbrook Village Hall – Terrace Conference Room
3/8/20233

Members Present: Matt Curin (Chair), A.C. Buehler, Angus Duthie, Kathy Hofschield, Jim O’Connell, 
Frank Bleeker, and Tom Tebbe
Members Absent:  
Staff Present:         Jim Baxa (NBK), Kris Scharp (NBK Park District)
Staff Absent:          
Others Present:  Tim Gustafson from Epstein Global, Jim Lamb, and Michael Pfeifer Northbrook Residents
Pedestrian & Bicycle Commission Meeting – Call Meeting to Order
Matt Curin called the Pedestrian and Bicycle Commission (PBC) meeting to order at the Terrace Conference Room 7:07 p.m.
Review of January 11, 20232 Pedestrian & Bicycle Commission Meeting Minutes
A motion made by member Tebbe and seconded by member Duthie January 11, 2023 minutes be approved with no corrections. The motion was unanimously approved.

Public Comments
Jim Lamb, expressed his interest of having the Village consider the installation of a bridge over Dundee Road as a part of the Skokie Valley Trail project.  Staff and Commission members provided additional information that the alignment of the proposed trail is located on ComEd right-of-way, and with the proximity of the high aerial electrical lines makes the potential for an elevated bridge at this location unlikely to be considered as a future project.  

Walters Avenue – Bicycle Accommodations
Tim Gustafson’s presentation was a follow up to the January meeting where he provided three alternatives for potential bicycle and pedestrian improvements on Walters Avenue between Shermer Road and Pfingsten Road.  First design criteria item shared is that none of the proposed three options will encroach into the private property but will be located within village right-of-way.  One design option eliminates all street parking, another eliminates parking on one side of the street, and the last option keep parking along both sides of Walters Avenue but places the proposed ten feet (10’) wide side path on the north side of the road and will have an impacts to parkway trees.  All three proposed designs alternatives will be displayed at a upcoming Public Open house for public comments.

· Option 1: Separate Bike Lanes with partial protection, and parking removed from Walters Avenue.
· Option 2:  Conventional Bike Lanes, parking maintained on the Northside of Walters Avenue.
· Option 3: Sidepath, widen north sidewalk to ten feet (requires parkway tree removal).

Tim went over the three different design alternatives to assist the PBC for their recommendation; after discussion the PBC made a motion to recommend Option 2 as the preferred design the PBC will endorse.

Bike Education
Member Hofschield stated Ride Illinois will give a presentation on “Kids and Bicycle Safety” at the next Bike Banter beginning at the Northbrook Library. This this event will be the fourth event offered by the held by the volunteer group of Northbrook residents.  Kathy also shared this presentation date/information with the local schools to promote the event and draw more local interest.  Some items of discussion will be wearing helmets, bicycle safety lights, and general rules of the road.  

Project Updates
Staff shared that we are interviewing consulting firms for the Shermer Road sidepath project. For Phase II engineering design.

New/Old Business
Jim O’Connell provided updates on the Northbrook Grand Prix, the Local Organizational Committee (LOC) is continuing to secure additional sponsorship, and meeting with Northbrook Staff in the upcoming weeks.

Matt Curin inquired about the status for a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon to be installed at the Techny Road/Second Street, staff advised that those who are concerned to contact the village directly.

Staff also reminded the PBC the Chair vacancy will be open after May 1, any interest for the positon must reach out to the Village President.

Adjourn:
A motion was made by member O’Connell and seconded by member Tebbe to adjourn the meeting of the PBC; the motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m.
