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Severe Weather Preparedness 
Every year lives are threatened or lost  
and property is destroyed by severe weather events.
There are a variety of severe weather 
hazards that affect Illinois, including 
thunderstorms and tornadoes. Tornadoes 
pose the greatest severe weather risk 
in Illinois. An average of 27 tornadoes 
occur in the state every year. Severe 
thunderstorms can also produce damaging 
winds, which can cause significant 
structural damage to buildings. It’s 
important for you and your family to be 
informed and ready. 

March 3-9 is Severe Weather Preparedness 
Week in Illinois. Learn how to prepare your 
family before a disaster strikes. Do you 
know the difference between a Watch and 
a Warning? Do you have a battery operated 
radio? Have you registered your contact 
information with Northbrook Notify? 
Please see page 2 for important information 
about preparedness including details about 
the Outdoor Warning Siren System and 
suggestions for weather monitoring.

Consolidated General 
Election Information
Register to Vote by March 12 
for the April 9th Election
If you change your name or move, 
even within the Village, you must 
update your voter registration or you 
can be turned away at the polling 
place. If you wish to check your 
registration, call 312/603-5656 or go 
on-line at www.cookcountyclerk.com  

There are four convenient 
methods of registering to vote:
•	 Register at the Village Hall by March 12
•	 Apply online by March 12
•	 Call for an application - due March 12
•	 Register and vote in-person during 

Grace-period Registration from 
March 13 to April 6.

See page 6 for voter registration details.

Early Voting: March 25 – April 6
Northbrook Village Hall, 1225 Cedar 
Lane, is an early voting location in 
Cook County. The hours for early 
voting at the Village Hall will be 
Monday through Friday, 9am to 
5pm, and Saturdays, 9am to 5pm. 
A government-issued photo ID is 
required for early voting. 

For more information on other Cook 
County suburban early voting sites, 
or grace-period registration and 
voting, contact the Cook County 
Clerk’s Office at 312/603-0906 or 
www.cookcountyclerk.com/elections

continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1Severe Weather Preparedness 
March 3-9 is Severe Weather Preparedness Week – Be Informed and Be Prepared

Every year lives are threatened or lost and property is destroyed by severe weather events. 
Know the Terms Used to Describe a Tornado or Severe Thunderstorm Threat:

•	 WATCH – A tornado or severe thunderstorm is possible. Watch the sky and listen to the radio 
or television for more information. Be prepared to take shelter. Please note, severe weather watches are 
reports of weather conditions in which tornadoes could occur. The warning system is not activated for 
severe weather watches.

•	 WARNING – A tornado or severe thunderstorm has been sighted or indicated by weather radar. 
For a tornado or severe thunderstorm warning, take shelter immediately, turn on a battery-operated radio or 
television, and wait for the “all clear” announcement by authorities.

What You Should Know About the Outdoor Warning Siren System

Northbrook has an outdoor siren warning system installed 
throughout the community. The system consists of a 
series of sirens strategically located and is intended 
to provide warning of impending danger. The primary 
purpose of the warning sirens is to notify individuals 
who are outdoors at the time of the weather threat. 
You may not hear them inside your home or business.
•	 Warning System Activation 

The system is designed to notify the community by Alert 
Warning and Attack Warning signals.  The signals are 
standardized for outdoor warning devices by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency.
ӹӹ Alert Warning

An Alert Warning signal is a 3 to 5 minute steady siren. This 
signal is used in the event of a tornado or funnel cloud sighting. 
The reporting area includes a ten-mile perimeter around the 
Village. The Alert Warning signal shall indicate to all persons to 
“immediately seek shelter, turn on your radio or television, and 
listen for essential emergency information.” 

ӹӹ Attack Warning 
An Attack Warning signal 
is a 3 to 5 minute wavering 
siren. This signal means 
that an actual attack 
against the United States 
has been detected and that 
the Federal Emergency 
Broadcast System has been 
activated. 

ӹӹ Reactivation 
Once it is activated, the warning sirens will not be 
reactivated for the same incident. The warning sirens will be 
reactivated only for new, confirmed incidents.

ӹӹ All Clear
ӹӹ The Village of Northbrook will not issue the all clear 

announcement for any Alert or Attack signals. Please monitor 
commercial radio and television for further information as 
well as the Village website a www.northbrook.il.us. 

March 2013

Things to Remember!
•	 Know the different signals and know 

what to do.
•	 Look for the following danger signs: 

ӹӹ Dark, often greenish sky
ӹӹ Large hail
ӹӹ A large, dark, low-lying cloud 

(particularly if rotating)
ӹӹ Loud roar, similar to a freight train.

•	 If you see approaching storms or any 
of the danger signs, be prepared to 
take shelter immediately.

•	 Visit www.ready.gov to learn  
more about how to prepare, plan  
and stay informed.

Severe Weather Awareness - Weather Monitoring
Monitoring the weather has never been easier thanks to a variety of tools available, 
including the Internet, television, mobile applications, and weather radios. Check out the 
following websites where you can monitor 
the weather and/or sign up to receive 
weather alerts:

www.weather.gov 
www.weather.com 
www.wunderground.com 
www.accuweather.com 
www.weatherbug.com

Please note: For important information about emergencies not related to 
severe weather alerts, sign up for Northbrook Notify at www.northbrook.il.us/
NorthbrookNotify Northbrook Notify is a notification system that is used for special 
notifications such as  storm clean-up information, road closures, water outages, 
meeting notices and special events.
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This month I am looking forward to another change of seasons,  
and the first day of spring on March 20. This time of year, it is  
important to be mindful about the potential for severe weather that 
could be heading our way. Severe Weather Preparedness week is 
March 3-9. I encourage everyone to be informed and be prepared.

 In addition to knowing 
the weather terms used 
to describe a tornado or 
severe thunderstorm, 
as explained on page 2, 
everyone should have a 
basic emergency supply 
kit for your home and car, 

and a family communications plan as well as a weather radio. Visit 
www.ready.gov for some important safety tips.

Signs of spring also remind us to do some spring-cleaning and 
with Earth and Arbor Day just a month away, now is a good time 
to start gathering recyclables to get ready for the special recycling 
event on Saturday, April 20. See page 4 for more information. 
In addition to electronics, old paint, Styrofoam, tires, and light 
bulb collections, there will be on-site document shredding for 
residents. You’ll find all the details in the April newsletter or 
visit www.northbrook.il.us/EarthDay for more information as it 
becomes available.

Local Development Projects
Construction continues to move forward on the independent 
senior housing project called The Lodge, located near the 
intersection of Founders and Kamp Drives. Also, by the time you 
receive this newsletter, construction may have begun on the North 
Shore Place assisted living facility located on the southwest corner 
of Sunset Ridge Road and Skokie Boulevard, behind Barnaby’s.

At the writing of this newsletter, the Village has yet to receive 
formal applications for the proposed mixed-use development 
project on the northwest corner of Dundee Road and Skokie 
Boulevard, including the Mariano’s Grocery Store, or for the 
proposed Wal-Mart further south along Skokie Boulevard. For 
up-to-date information regarding these projects, visit the Village 
website at www.northbrook.il.us/skokieboulevard or sign up your 
email at www.northbrook.il.us/NorthbrookNotify to receive notices 
about upcoming meetings regarding these projects. 

Lake Cook & Waukegan Road Intersection
The Cook County Highway Department will begin reconstruction 
of the intersection at Lake Cook and Waukegan roads beginning 
in late April. The roadwork is expected to be completed by the end 
of October 2013. For more information regarding the project visit 
www.lakecookroad.com  Look for more details and the history of 
Lake Cook Road in the April newsletter. For those that use this 
intersection to visit Northbrook Court and other Northbrook 
businesses, consider using Dundee Road to Skokie Boulevard to 
Lake Cook Road. 

Status of the Shermer Road Rail Bridge Reconstruction
We remain focused on the status of the reconstruction of the 
Union Pacific rail bridge on Shermer Road. Staff has been working 
with all parties, including the UP, IDOT, the ICC and the Village 
of Glenview, to see that the design of the bridge is finalized and 
meets requirements for construction. The UP has committed to 
having the bridge and roadway open to vehicular traffic within 
the original 24-month timeline (by September 30, 2014), but we 
are working toward getting all construction completed ahead of 
that time. Fabrication of the bridge structure will begin this spring 
and we expect construction to begin in early fall 2013. Remember 
to visit www.northbrook.il.us for more information and look for 
updates in upcoming newsletters. 

Your Comments are Welcomed
As always, I welcome your comments, concerns and suggestions. 
Please send me an email at village@northbrook.il.us or call the 
Village’s General Government Department at 847/664-4010. 

A Reminder
If you have not already done so, I encourage all Northbrook 
residents and businesses to sign up for Northbrook Notify so we 
can notify you about everything from Village meetings and road 
closures, to other alerts and safety notices. Visit  our website at 
www.northbrook.il.us or call 847/664-4015 to register.

Notes from Village 
President Sandy Frum
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Saturday, April 20, 9:30am-1:30pm, 
Rain or Shine, on the Village Green 
Start organizing your Earth Day Team by 
gathering your friends, family, organization 
members, and scout troops to help clean  
up Northbrook. 

New this year! There will be six cleaning sites 
in which there will be a hidden item. If you 
find one, bring it back to the Expo  for a 
special prize. Look for more event details in 
next month’s newsletter.

Join our Earth & Arbor Day Expo
We are also looking for groups 
and businesses to showcase 
environmentally friendly products 
and ideas at our Earth and Arbor Day 
Expo. For more information, please 
call 847/664-4130 or email kent.figge@
northbrook.il.us

Earth & Arbor Day 

Northbrook Wildlife
Skunks Around Northbrook
Northbrook residents may have noticed 
the continued increase in skunk activity 
throughout the community. The Village 
encourages residents, who encounter 
a skunk den on their property to call 
Northbrook’s Animal Control Officer at 
847/664-4470 for information on how 
to keep skunks out of their yard, as well 
as contact information for local wildlife 
trapping contractors to remove nuisance 
animals from their property. For more 
information, please see the Village website 
at www.northbrook.il.us/Skunks 

The Proper Approach to 
“Orphaned” Wildlife
Spring is a time to remember that wild 
animals belong in the wild. Too often, well-
meaning people pick up animals, particularly 
deer fawns and young birds, mistakenly 
believing that these animals have been 
abandoned. This is almost never the case. 
The parent animals are nearby, waiting for 
the human threat to leave, so that they may 
resume caring for their offspring. The best 
advice is: “If you care, leave them there!”. 
When in doubt contact Northbrook’s Animal 
Control Officer at 847/664-4470.

Coyotes
Once again, residents are reminded that 
winter weather may make our resident 
coyotes more visible as they venture 
from the woodlands to forage for food. 
Visit www.urbancoyoteresearch.com for 
information on coyotes. Sightings can be 
reported to Northbrook’s Animal Control 
Officer at 847/664-4470.

Has your Home Been Tested for Radon?
Radon is the Nation’s second leading cause 
of lung cancer after cigarette smoking
The Cook County Radon Awareness Program encourages 
residents to test their home for radon, a naturally occurring 
radioactive gas that can seep into a house through cracks in the 
basement floor and walls, around the openings of the sump pump 
or through crawl spaces. It’s easy to test for radon and it’s simple to 
fix your home, if necessary. 

Radon Test kits can be ordered for $7 through the Cook County 
Department of Environmental Control. The only way to know if you 
have radon in your home is by testing. Should a home have high 
radon, the names of licensed mitigators who specialize in radon 
reduction can be provided. For more information and to purchase 
a test kit, call the Radon Awareness Hotline at 708/865-6177 or visit 
www.northbrook.il.us/Radon     
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Village Board Highlights

www.northbrook.il.us

Electrical Aggregation Solicitations
Just as a friendly reminder, the Village will only communicate 
with our residents and businesses through official Village 
letterhead or on our official website and will not make phone 
calls soliciting business. If you are concerned about phone calls 
that you are receiving about switching or signing-up with an 
electric provider, contact the Illinois Commerce Commission 
at 800/524‐0795 or visit www.icc.illinois.gov  The Illinois 
Commerce Commission is the regulating body of all electric 
suppliers in Illinois.

Electric Aggregation
Northbrook Residents Continue to See Savings on their Electric Bills

Northbrook, along with the seven other communities that make up 
the North Shore Electricity Aggregation Consortium (Deerfield, 
Glencoe, Highland Park, Lake Bluff, Lake Forest, Park Ridge and 
Skokie) entered into a contract with MC Squared (mc2) after a 
completive bid process, locking in a rate of 4.836 cents per kWh 
through May of 2013.

Because of electric aggregation, 
Northbrook residents will save 
approximately $414 in the first 
12 months of the program.
Comparing ComEd’s current rate to the Consortium’s Supply 
Rate, Northbrook customers are anticipated to save over $4.6 
million with each resident, on average, saving approximately 
$414 from the period of June/July 2012 through May 2013.

If you are a new resident, you do need to enroll with mc2.  
In order to enroll, you need to have an active ComEd account 
number. You can enroll by calling 888/808-7731, or you can opt 
in online at www.northshoreelectricityaggregation.com. Current 
customers can also use the website to enroll in the 100% Green 
Power Program. 

For businesses that do not meet the “Small Business” definition 
provided by the State (Small business customers are defined as 
those that consume 15,000 kWh or less annually), you can receive 
a customized quote from mc2 by visiting www.mc2energyservices.
com/business_options.php or you can learn about, and compare 
rates from, certified suppliers in the State of Illinois by visiting 
Plug In Illinois®, www.pluginillinois.org, the official electric choice 
website of the Illinois Commerce Commission.

Recognized
•	 Recognizing District Chief Patrick Crown for 29 Years of 

Service to the Village at the Northbrook Fire Department. 
Authorized
•	 Agreement for support warranty and networking equipment 

purchase, $59,691.
•	 Purchase of 18 Computers and related equipment for use in 

Public Safety vehicles, $103,120.
•	 Purchase of replacement ambulance and associated 

equipment, $260,202.
•	 Consulting services for RFP Development and administration 

for the Village’s Enterprise Resource Program software 
project, $66,010. 

•	 Design and construction services for repair of Cedar Lane 
Water Tower foundation, $37,900.

•	 Repair of Cherry Lane Underpass Stormwater lift Station 
change order and final payment, $4,710.

•	 Stabilization and rehab of Techny Drain Basin, $19,615.
Approved
•	 Plat of Consolidation for 515 Huehl Road.
•	 First Amendment to the North Shore Electricity Aggregation 

Consortium Intergovernmental Agreement.
Watch Village Officials in Action!
Most Village Board and Plan Commission meetings are 
streamed live at www.northbrook.il.us and cablecast on 
Northbrook Community Television – Cable Channel 17.  
AT&T U-Verse subscribers can tune to channel 99 and search 
Northbrook. All meeting cablecasts are also archived on-line.
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Directory of Local Elected Officials
The Village of Northbrook compiled the following list of information for Northbrook residents who wish to contact their 
elected officials to express an opinion on any legislative issue or just ask a question.

U.S. Congress 
U. S. Senator Mark Kirk 
312/886-3506 
www.kirk.senate.gov 

U.S. Senator Dick Durbin 
312/ 353-4952 
www.durbin.senate.gov 

9th Congressional District (eastern 
portion of Northbrook) 
U.S. Representative Jan Schakowsky 
773/506-7100 
www.schakowsky.house.gov 

10th Congressional District (western 
portion of Northbrook) 
U.S. Representative Brad Schneider 
202/225-4835 
www.schneider.house.gov 

29th Senate District
State Senator Julie Morrison  
847/945-5200 
ilsenate29@gmail.com

9th Senate District 
State Senator Daniel Biss 
847/568-1250 
senatorbiss@gmail.com 

17th House District 
State Representative Laura Fine 
847/ 998-1717 
repfine@gmail.com 

18th House District 
State Representative Robyn Gable 
217/782-8052 
robyn@robyngabel.com

59th House District 
State Representative Carol Sente 
847/ 680-5909 
www.carolsente.org 

30th Senate District 
State Senator Terry Link 
847/821-1811 
www.link30.org

58th House District 
State Representative Scott Drury 
847/681-8580 
repdrury@gmail.com 

57th House District 
State Representative Elaine Nekritz 
847/229-5499 
www.repnekritz.org 

Cook County Board of Commissioners 
Gregg Goslin 
312/603-4932 
www.commissionergoslin.com

Register to Vote for the April 9th Election
Make sure you are registered to vote. Remember, if you change your name or 
move, even within the Village, you must update your registration. 

Register at the Village Hall
The Northbrook Village Hall will be open for voter 
registration Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm, 
from now until March 12. You must provide two forms 
of identification – one showing your address and the 
other must be a state identification with photo.
Apply Online
You can also apply online to register to vote by using an online 
application provided by the Illinois State Board of Elections. You 
must have a printer or provide an email to complete your online 
application. www.elections.il.gov/InfoForVoters

Call for an Application
The Cook County Clerk’s office can also mail you an application 
form. Call 312/603-0906 to request one.  First-time voters who 
register by mail no longer have to vote in person the first time they 
vote. They can either vote in person or vote absentee by mail.

Grace-period Registration: March 13 – April 6
There is only one way and one place to register during grace 
period registration. Grace period registration and voting is 
conducted only at the Clerk’s downtown office: 69 W. Washington, 
5th Floor, Chicago. (You must vote the same time you register.)

Storm Drainage Ditches on Your Property
If you have a storm drainage ditch on your property, please keep it clear 
of long grass, branches, debris and other vegetation. 
During the growing season, please regularly mow any 
vegetation growing in the drainage ditch. This will help keep 
the vegetation levels manageable and water flowing freely. If 
during wet weather the ditch becomes blocked and begins 
to overflow onto your property or the street, please call the 
Northbrook Public Works Department at 847/272-4711.

The Village offers a program to provide materials to replace 
defective driveway culverts. For additional information 
concerning this program and eligibility, please contact Sewer 
Supervisor Jim Frantz at jim.frantz@northbrook.il.us or call 
847/272-4711.
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57th Annual Village Pancake Festival, 
Sat., Mar. 2, 7:30am-2pm, at the Village 
Presbyterian Church at Shermer and Church. 
All you can eat for $8, $4 for children & under 
5 free. Entertainment, door prizes, and more! 
Proceeds support Ericka’s Lighthouse.

2 Piano/4 Hand Concerts –Sundays, March 
3, 10, 17, and 24, 2pm, Library Auditorium. 
This program is sponsored by the Northbrook 
Arts Commission.

eBOOK CLASSES – Would you like to learn 
how to get Library eBooks onto your device? 
Visit the Library for details and classes.

What is Organic Gardening? Come to the 
Northbrook Garden Club presentation at 7pm, 
Tues., Mar. 5, at the Northbrook Historical 
Society, 1776 Walters Ave. The speaker is 
Glenn Grosch, noted horticulturist, arborist 
and a member of the Chicago Botanic Garden 
teaching staff. For more information:  
www.northbrookgardenclub.org.

Meet the Author: Thurs., March 7, 7pm, 
Library Auditorium – Chicago Sun Times 
columnist Neil Steinberg discusses his recently 
published book, You were Never in Chicago.

Disney’s The Little Mermaid Jr., will 
be presented by the Northbrook Theatre 
Children’s Company on March 9, 16 and 17. 
Performances are at 12:30 and 4pm. Tickets 
($8-10) at www.northbrooktheatre.org and by 
phone at 847/291-2367.

Sharpen your driving skills with a two-
day class on March 11 and 12 at the Leisure 
Center from 9am-1pm. The fee is $12 for 
AARP members, $14 for non-members. Call 
847/291-2988 to register.

March is Women’s History Month - Join 
Jenny Riddle as she dramatizes the lives of 
several remarkable First Ladies on Tues., 
March 12, 7 p.m., Library Auditorium –This 
program is co-sponsored by the Friends and 
the Northbrook Historical Society.

Illinois State Poetry Society – Sun., March 
10, 1pm at the Library. New members are 
welcome. Bring 10-12 copies of your poems.

The Trains are Back! The Mid-America 
Modular Rail Club will set up a HO gauge 
modular railroad layout in the lower level 
of the Northbrook Historical Society, 1776 
Walters Ave., on Saturdays, Mar. 16 & 23, 
noon to 4pm, and Sundays, Mar. 17 & 24, 
noon to 3pm. Bring your camera!

Tickets for Northbrook-On-Ice, May 10-12, 
are available beginning on March 4. For ticket 
information, call 847/291-2993.

The Senior Center will host a St. Patrick’s 
Day Party on Thurs., March 14, beginning at 
11:30am at the Leisure Center with Irish food 
and entertainment. Call 847/291-2988.

Musical historian Jim Kendros presents a 
musical treat – a Vivaldi concerto written for 
four violins and arranged by Bach for four 
harpsichords, so he could perform it with 
his sons on March 15, 1pm at the Leisure 
Center. For reservations or information, call 
847/291-2988.

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with open 
swim at the Y on Sat., March 16 from 2:00 
to 3:45pm. For details, call 847/272-7250 or 
email flenardi@nsymca.org.

Nostalgia Foods – Thurs., March 21, 7 p.m., 
Library Auditorium – Snowballs, Moon 
Pies, Goo Goos, Mallomars. Samples will be 
available to savor. This event is co-sponsored 
by the Friends. 

The Youth Services Dept. at the Northbrook 
Library hosts a variety of events for children, 
teens and families, visit the Library for details. 
For more information call 847/272-6224 or 
visit www.northbrook.info.

The Spring Bunny Trail hops into West Park 
on Sat., March 23 from 1:30-3:30pm. The 
event includes an egg hunt, games and more. 
In case of bad weather, the event will move 
inside. For details, visit www.nbparks.org.

Summer Registration at Oakton 
Community College opens on March 25! 
View summer classes now at www.oakton.edu 
-- choose Class Search.

A musical based on Freckleface Strawberry, 
opens on March 30 at the Northbrook Theatre. 
For more info visit www.northbrooktheatre.org, 

Looking for a place away from home to 
create art? The Northbrook Park Distirct 
hosts an Open Studio. Visit  www.nbparks.org 
for details.

The Northbrook Park District Senior 
Center is accepting registration for a variety of 
day trips. For reservations or information, call 
847/291-2988.

Interested in our environment?  The 
Village is looking for a resident to serve on 
the Environmental Quality Commission.   
Please visit www.northbrook.il.us/
CommissionApplication to apply or call 
847/664-4013.

A free Rules of the Road Course on Wed., 
March 27 can help prepare adults to renew 
their drivers’ licenses. The class is at the 

Leisure Center, 3323 Walters Avenue, from 
10am to noon. Call 847/291-2988.  

Northbrook Community Garden, Inc., 
awards organic garden plots to Northbrook 
residents. Call 847/498-5008 or e-mail 
brianbrucesr@sbcglobal.net for details.

A Memory  Loss Support Group for families 
and caregivers dealing with Alzheimer’s and 
other dementias meets on the 3rd Thurs. of 
the month at 7pm at Covenant Village, 2625 
Techny Rd. Call 847/412-7303.

The Chicago Curling Club, located in 
Northbrook, hosts a variety of events. Call 
847/564-9877 or visit www.curlingchicago.org 

Register now for Y Summer Camp. 
Download the camp guide at www.nsymca.org 
and start planning today.  

Free  NSO Tickets for Northbrook 
Residents! Any Northbrook resident who 
has not attended a NSO concert in the 
past can receive a free ticket to the April 7 
concert by calling the NSO office by April 1, 
2013. Residents must call in advance, offer 
subject to availability and certain additional 
restrictions apply. Call the NSO office at 
847/272-0755 to reserve your ticket and for 
further details.

The Northbrook Symphony Orchestra 
presents Treasures of the Romantic Era, 
a concert featuring works from music’s 
Romantic Era by G.B. Martini, J.P. Martini, 
Mozart and Beethoven. The concert will 
be performed at 4 pm, Sun., April 7, at the 
GBN Sheely Center. Featuring guest artist 
Soprano Melinda Wakefield Alberty, 
pictured below. Free pre-concert lecture 
starts at 2:30pm. Tickets $25-$45. Visit www.
theNSO.org or call 847/272-0755.

Northbrook Days is July 31-August 4. The 
Northbrook Days committee is looking for 
Festival sponsors, Grand Prize sponsors and 
volunteers to work the festival. If you know 
of anyone or if you would like to sponsor the 
festival please call 847/513-6362 or email at 
info@northbrookcivic.com.

Village Happenings
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The Village of Northbrook 
www.northbrook.il.us 
village@northbrook.il.us 
1225 Cedar Lane 
Northbrook, IL 60062
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Historian’s Corner presented by the Northbrook Historical Society
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At the corner of Dundee and Sanders Roads is the Aux Plaine Cemetery. This 
pioneer cemetery contains the remains of some of our earliest settlers. 
Hidden in plain sight for generations, this 
piece of untilled prairie looked nothing like 
what it was, a cemetery. For many years, the 
abandoned graveyard had been neglected. 
Decades ago, it was used as a garden space, 
a chicken yard and a pigpen; still later, it was 
overgrown and became a dumping ground 
for years of urban trash.

Once the Chase Bank was constructed in 
2011, no observer would know a cemetery 
exists under the narrow strip of lawn 
alongside Dundee Road. The Village and 

the Historical Society knew of its existence 
because of sparse documentation including 
a plot of survey from 1937 showing a few 
remaining gravestones. Also, the oral 
history and written recollections of the 
descendants of the early pioneers provided 
compelling evidence of its existence. 
Alvin Kiest supplied one of those early 
recollections when he wrote, “I remember 
the old church across the street with  
the cemetery in the back, many graves 
that had no stone and perhaps were  
never found.”

Those graves were found on May 9, 2007 
when the new owners of the property 
documented the existence of the cemetery 
and protected it during construction. 
The owners agreed to commemorate the 
cemetery with a historic marker, asked the 
Historical Society to provide the wording 
for the marker, and shared in its cost with 
the Village.

Finally, on a cold day in February 2013, six 
years after the archeologist confirmed the 
existence of the cemetery, a granite marker 
was placed on the site honoring the pioneers 
laid to rest more than 150 years ago. 

Thanks to many, these founders are now 
recognized and honored. 
To learn more about Northbrook history, 
visit www.northbrookhistory.org 


