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Yard Waste pick-up resumed.
Visit www.northbrook.il.us/Yardwaste 
for details about where to purchase 
stickers for a rate of $2.05 each.

Northbrook’s Earth 
& Arbor Day Celebration!
Saturday, April 20, 8:30am–1:30pm, Rain or Shine on the Village Green

In addition to a variety of recycling 
opportunities, you’ll find fresh ideas 
and cost effective, earth-friendly ways 
to conserve energy, save money and 
help the environment at Northbrook’s 
Earth and Arbor Day Celebration! Don’t 
miss this opportunity to meet over 50 

exhibitors promoting earth-friendly 
ideas and concepts to implement in your 
home or business. This will include home 
weatherization measures, renewable energy 
ideas, information on regional organic 
farmers, local utilities and environmentally 
friendly products.

Participate in the Community Clean-up and 
compete for a prize! 

Make Your Vote Count 
on April 9
Voting on Tuesday, April 9 will 
be at your precinct polling 
place from 6am – 7pm.

For this election, voters will elect: 
the Village President, three Village 
Trustees, the Village Clerk, three 
Library Trustees, three Park District 
Commissioners and members of 
School Boards. There will also be an 
Advisory Referendum for Northfield 
Township residents. 

Northbrook Village Hall is 
open for Early Voting. 
Early Voting is available until April 6 
The hours for early voting at 
the Village Hall are Monday 
through Saturday, 9am to 5pm. A 
government-issued photo ID is 
required for early voting. 

Forgot to Register to Vote?
For those who changed their name 
or address, and didn’t re-register to 
vote, you can still take advantage of 
grace period registration and voting 
until April 6. However, guidelines 
limit when and where grace period 
registrants can vote.

For details on grace-period 
registration and voting or for more 
information on other early voting sites 
or to confirm your precinct, contact 
the Cook County Clerk’s Office at 
www.cookcountyclerk.com/elections or 
call 312/603-0906.

continued on page 5
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Business Briefs

New Businesses 
Please welcome the following new businesses to Northbrook: 

If you have questions 
or suggestions about 
business development 
in Northbrook, please 
contact David Schoon, 
Economic Development 
Coordinator at 847/664-4052 or 
david.schoon@northbrook.il.us

Introducing  
Business Highlights
A new series as part of the 
Business Briefs page, Business 
Highlights, will feature a 
Northbrook business that 
many residents may not be 
aware of in the community. 

AmpliVox
AmpliVox, located at 650 Anthony Trail, 
is known for its innovative sound systems, 
quality lecterns, and excellent customer 
service. AmpliVox has been a leader in 
sound equipment production since 1952. 

AmpliVox manufactures and markets 
a wide array of products used in public 
speaking, entertainment, education and 
emergency group management situations. 
The AmpliVox product line includes 
portable public address systems, wired 
and non-wired lecterns, megaphones, and 
multi-media presentation workstations. 

More information regarding AmpliVox 
and its products and services can be found 
on its website at www.ampli.com

Auto Tinting and 
Rockguard 
1854 Techny Road

BrightStar (home 
healthcare and childcare) 
950 Skokie Boulevard 
Data Max Services 
(cash registers & 
scanning devices) 
720-730 Landwehr Road 

Finish Line Sportswear 
Northbrook Court 

Imperial Vending 
600 Waukegan Road 

Leonida’s Chocolates 
1348 Shermer Road

Lund Industries  
3175 MacArthur Blvd.

North Shore Bedding  
Willow Festival Shopping 
Center

Sarpino’s Pizzeria 
1384 Meadow Road

Sears Speciality Fitness 
Willow Festival Shopping 
Center

PACE Programs
With high gas prices, many residents and employees 
are exploring alternative modes of transportation.
Most people are aware of Pace 
buses that serve the suburbs 
of the metropolitan area. 
In addition to the fixed bus 
routes, Pace offers alternative 
modes of transportation. 
They include the following:

Traditional Vanpool. The Traditional Vanpool is designed to transport a group of 5-13 
people to work in a Pace van.  Employees that live and work near one another and share 
similar schedules can form a group that conveniently gets them between home and 
work. Each rider pays a low monthly fare based on distance and number of participants. 
This covers all costs of the vanpool including fuel, maintenance, insurance and tolls.

Metra Feeders.  The Metra Feeder allows for a Pace van to be parked at a Metra station 
near the worksite, so that 5-13 participants can take the train and then use the van to 
complete the commute.  To qualify for the program, at least half of the participants must 
purchase a Metra monthly pass or 10-ride ticket.

Pace Rideshare.  Pace RideShare is a free, easy and convenient matching service 
that connects commuters who are interested in forming a carpool in and around 
Northeastern Illinois.  The website gives residents and employees in the greater Chicago 
area the ability to identify potential carpool partners quickly and securely.

For more information regarding all of these programs, please visit the Pace website at 
www.pacebus.com 
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 In addition to our annual projects slated for this summer, such 
as infrastructure and street repairs, you’ll see several larger 
construction and development projects in and around Northbrook 
in the coming months. This includes the widening of Willow Road 
in Northfield and the reconstruction of the Lake Cook Road and 
Waukegan Road intersection outlined below. Also, there are a 
number of approved and potential local developments in the Village, 
which are detailed on page 6. 

Willow Road 
Construction
The Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) will 
be reconstructing a portion 

of Willow Road from approximately Waukegan Road east to the 
Edens Expressway. The project includes widening the roadway 
to four lanes and improving pedestrian safety through signalized 
crossings and widened sidewalks. Construction has begun and is 
expected to be complete by October 2014. This project will have 
three stages of construction where one lane will remain open in 
each direction, with turning lanes at major intersections.

Lake Cook Road/Waukegan Road Construction
The Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways 
will be reconstructing a portion of Lake Cook Road and Waukegan 
Road this year. Construction on Lake Cook Road will take place 
between Deer Lake Road and Ellendale/Birchwood Road. Work 
on Waukegan Road will take place between the Edens Spur ramp 
to north of Lake Cook Road (approximately the traffic signal at 
McDonalds.) Construction is expected to be complete by the end 
of October 2013.

Fiscal Year 2013/14 Budget Public Hearing
A copy of the proposed 2013/2014 Annual Village Budget is 
available for public inspection at www.northbrook.il.us/Budget, 
at the Northbrook Public Library, and at the Village Hall during 
business hours. Please consider participating in the budget 
process by attending the public hearing and providing input on 
Tuesday, April 16, at 7:30pm at the Village Hall. The meeting will 
be cablecast live on NCTV – Comcast Cable Channel 17. AT&T 
customers - access channel 99 and search Northbrook. You can 
also watch the meeting live or “on demand” on our website at 
www.northbrook.il.us – Just click on Meetings and Agendas on the 
right hand side of the page.

Special Incentive for Your Participation in this Year’s 
Earth and Arbor Day Events and Clean-up
This month, I invite everyone to help clean-up our Village and 
participate in the Earth and Arbor Day celebration and Vendor 
Expo on Saturday, April 20. As a special incentive, six of our 
clean-up areas will have a special hidden item. If you or your 
clean-up team finds it, bring it to the Expo for a special prize! 
Earth and Arbor Day is also a perfect time to take advantage of 
the numerous recycling collection opportunities and learn about 
ways to keep our Village green. Check out the full schedule of 
events on page 5. Visit www.northbrook.il.us/Green  for more 
information on recycling.

Village Events for Everyone
Our Village Commissions have a variety of events planned 
for 2013. The Community Relations Commission will present 
Interfaith Sunday on April 21 (see page 4 for details) and a Taste of 
Asia event featuring local food vendors, Asian dance and music, 
in addition to a very special culture and artifact display on Sunday, 
May 5. The Arts Commission encourages all to save the date for 
Art in the Park, July 13 and 14. For a complete list of  Northbrook 
Village events, visit www.northbrook.il.us/AnnualEvents 

4th of July Festivities
Plans are well underway for this year’s 4th of July events. The 
Village and the Park District are working together to ensure 
this wonderful community tradition continues. New this year, 
the Northbrook Rotary Club will be sponsoring the 4th of July 
Pancake Breakfast. Look for more details about the events of the 
day in the May Village newsletter or at www.northbrookJuly4th.org 

I always welcome your comments, concerns and suggestions. 
Please call the Village Hall at 847/664-4010, or send an e-mail to 
village@northbrook.il.us 

Notes from Village 
President Sandy Frum
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Northbrook “Interfaith Sunday” Set for Sunday, April 21
Experience the rich cultural diversity that exists right in our own backyard! All are 
invited to visit participating Houses of Worship on Sunday, April 21. Come to the Village 
Green Gazebo, Shermer Road & Meadow Road, for opening festivities at 12:30pm and to 
receive your passport. Then between 1-4pm, visit participating Open Houses and learn 
something interesting. At 4pm, all are invited to the Village Hall to meet new friends, play 
a game, win prizes and enjoy pizza. This free event is sponsored by Northbrook’s Clergy 
Association and the Northbrook Community Relations Commission. Visit our Village 
website for a listing of the participating Houses of Worship at www.northbrook.il.us

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month
While April is Child Abuse Prevention 
Month, you can make a big difference 
year-round through small acts that help 
protect children, strengthen families, 
promote traits that help protect families 
— and, ultimately, prevent the abuse and 
neglect of children.

What Constitutes Child Abuse?
•	 Physical Abuse - An injury to the child 

that is not an accident such as beating, 
burning, biting, shaking, kicking, cutting 
or punching.

•	 Emotional Abuse - Maltreatment of 
the child such as insulting, rejecting, 
manipulating, criticizing, screaming or 
withholding love.

•	 Sexual Abuse - Any sexual contact 
with a child including pornography, 
photographs/films, rape, or fondling.

•	 Neglect - Failure to provide for a child’s 
basic physical, emotional, medical or 
educational needs.

You may be a child’s 
only lifeline to safety.

Please pay attention 
to the treatment of 
children around you.

 
What Can I Do?
If you suspect abuse, please report it. 
Below are the numbers to call. 

Illinois Child Abuse Hotline
800-25-ABUSE (800/252-2873) 
800/358-5117 (TTY)

Northbrook Police Department
911 Emergency

For additional information
www.preventchildabuseillinois.org 

A Message for All Northbrook Pet Owners
The Northbrook Police Department’s Animal Control Officer would like to remind pet owners to 
be considerate of their neighbors and community by obeying our local ordinances.

•	 Do not allow your dog to bark 
excessively as to cause a disturbance to 
your neighbors.

•	 Village ordinances and common sense 
dictate that your dog should always be 
walked on a leash and never be allowed 
off your property without restraint.

•	 Always pick up after your dog eliminates. 
These rules also apply in parks, on school 
grounds and in open fields.  

•	 The leash law applies to cats as well. 
Cats allowed to roam are in danger 
from cars, disease, other animals, 
poisons, parasites and abusive  
people to name a few. They lead 
contented and much longer lives if 
they remain indoors. 

Lost Pets
Even though we all try extremely hard not 
to lose our animals, accidents do occur.   

It is imperative that your pet is wearing 
proper, up-to-date identification tags 
including a current village license along 
with a rabies and name tag. Having your 
animal microchipped will further ensure 
recovery of your pet if their collar is lost. 
Contact your veterinarian for details.  
If your pet is lost, immediately report it to 
the Northbrook Police at 847/564-2060. 
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Art in the Park - Save the Date
Join us for an artful experience! Mark your calendar for this event at the Village Green 
Park on Saturday and Sunday, July 13 and 14. Volunteers are needed to assist during the 
event! Call 847/664-4015 or visit www.northbrookarts.org. Set in the picturesque Village 
Green, Art in the Park – A Northbrook Fine Arts Festival presents the highest quality in 
fine art and craft. In addition to the many artists and artwork, the festival will include 
food vendors, live music, children’s activities, a silent art auction and more. 

Are you an Artist? For information and applications,  please contact EM Events, Inc., 
630/536-8416 or www.emevents.com

Earth & Arbor Day activities at the Village Green 
Calling all volunteers! Clean-up teams will be assigned specific areas to collect debris and windblown trash.
Clean-up volunteers should meet at Village Green Park, at the corner of Shermer and Meadow, at 8:30am to sign 
up and receive supplies. Between 9:30am and 1:30pm, after the clean-up, the Northbrook Village Green will be 
bustling with excitement as everyone enjoys the exhibits, food and entertainment. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
meet over 50 exhibitors promoting earth-friendly ideas and concepts to implement in your home or business.  
For more information, please visit www.northbrook.il.us or call 847/664-4017. 
Earth Day Sponsors: Village of Northbrook, Northbrook Park District and Northfield Township Road District

Earth & Arbor Day Schedule of Events for Saturday, April 20
Free Fun for Everyone on the Village Green

8:30am:
•	 Registration for Clean-

up Begins: 
Clean-up teams collect 
debris in designated 
areas

9:30am - 2pm:
•	 Free Tree Seedlings & a 

Chance to Win a Tree
•	 Environmental 

Exhibits highlighting 
new “green” services, 
products and ideas

•	 Children’s Activities including Pony Rides
•	 Healthy Foods
•	 Music by local performers!

Noon: 
Reclaimed Wood Sawmill Demonstration

Earth Day Recycling Opens at 8:30am
Recycling Drop-off at the west side commuter lot by the 
Northbrook METRA station. Just drive-through and drop-off.

ӹӹ Paint (Oil and Latex Only. Sorry, no thinners or solvents)
ӹӹ Molded Styrofoam
ӹӹ Tires
ӹӹ CFL and Tube Fluorescent Bulbs
ӹӹ Printer Cartridges 
ӹӹ Household Batteries
ӹӹ Computers, TVs, Electronics
ӹӹ New & Used Sports Gear
ӹӹ Residential On-site Document Shredding 

New this Year... Look for this sign in your 
clean-up assignment area!
In each of the six 
designated clean-up 
areas, Village Staff 
will have hidden the 
8x4” sign pictured 
right. If you find 
the sign during the 
clean-up, bring it 
back to the registration table at the Village Green for a prize!
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Dispose of Unused Medications 
The Northbrook Police Invite All to Participate in the 
National Take Back Initiative by Disposing of Unused 
Prescription Drugs on Saturday, April 27, from 10am 
to 2pm at the Northbrook Police Department.
In the four previous Take-Back events, the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), in conjunction law enforcement partners, 
has collected more than 2 million pounds (1,018 tons) of 
unwanted or expired medications for proper disposal. 
Please participate in this event by bringing your unwanted, 
unused medications to the Northbrook Police Station front lot at 
1401 Landwehr Road.  

The National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day aims to provide 
a safe, convenient, and responsible means of disposal, while 
also educating the public about the potential for abuse of these 
medications.

Please note: The Village continues to be a sponsor of the Save-A-
Star program, whose purpose is to collect and safely dispose of 
unwanted and unused medications. The Save-A-Star collection 
box, located in the lobby of the Police Department, 1401 
Landwehr Road, is accessible 24 hours a day throughout the year.

Development Projects in Northbrook
In addition to major road construction projects in the region, including the 
widening of Willow Road and the construction at Lake Cook and Waukegan 
Roads, there are several development projects of note. They include:
The following projects are proposed but the Applicants 
have not submitted formal applications as of the 
publication of this newsletter. These projects require 
Village Board approval to move forward.
•	 Senior Housing by Housing Opportunity  

Development Corp.  
300 Pointe Dr (Located behind J. Alexander’s on Lake Cook 
just west of the Tollway)  
78 Affordable Independent Senior Living Units

•	 770 Northshore 
770 Skokie Boulevard 
130,000 sq ft. of commercial space, including a 70,000 sq. ft. 
Mariano’s, plus a 10-story, 416-luxury rental apartment building

•	 Walmart 
1000 Skokie Boulevard 
150,000+ sq. ft. WalMart, plus 5 acres of potential 
commercial development

•	 Townhomes by Highland Development Group 
Jasper Court, north of Willow Road 
32 townhome development

•	 Downtown Mixed Use Project by Shermerville Properties, LLC 
Walters & Lorenz 
26,000 sf, three-story mixed use development project

Projects Approved and Under Construction or 
starting construction in the near future.
•	 The Lodge by Essex Corp. 

2220 Founders Drive 
120-130 Independent Senior Living Units

•	 North Shore Place by Senior Lifestyles 
1000 Sunset Ridge Road 
188 Assisted Senior Living Units

•	 Covenant Village 
A new three-story, 56-unit independent senior living facility 
building added to existing senior living facility campus.

Approved by Village Board, building permit under review.
•	 Meadow Office Park 

Techny Rd and Founders Dr. 
50,000 sq. feet of single story office space, built in phases and 
including a Bright Horizons day care facility in Phase 1

Formal application submitted, Plan Commission Public 
Hearing and Village Board Approval required.
•	 The Grove 

263 Skokie Boulevard 
Major renovation to create a 134 bed upscale sub-acute 
rehabilitation center

If you would like more information about these projects, call 
847/664-4052

Cost Savings Continue with Electrical Aggregation
The Village will be entering its second year of a three year 
contract with MC Squared Energy Services beginning 
June 1 for its electrical aggregation program.
The current rate of 4.836 cents/kWh, which has been in effect since 
late June 2012, is projected to save the average homeowner over 
$400 through May 2013, with an overall savings to the community 
of $4.7 million over ComEd’s prices. Residents will continue to 
benefit from this contract in the upcoming year. 

Rates have been locked, starting June 1, 2013 at 4.990 cents/
kWh, which will continue to provide substantial savings over 
ComEd rates. The increase comes in part by the upward pressure 
in electricity commodity costs along with new cost increases 
mandated by the State of Illinois. This modest increase of only 
3% will help to keep Northbrook’s residential and certain small 
business electricity rates among the lowest in the area. Look for 
more information in the May edition of Northbrook. 
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The Northbrook Symphony Orchestra presents 
Treasures of the Romantic Era with guest artist – 
Soprano Melinda Wakefield Alberty on Sun., April 
7, 4pm, at the GBN Sheely Center. Free pre-concert 
lecture starts at 2:30pm. Tickets $25-$45. Free ticket 
to any Northbrook resident that has never attend a 
NSO concert in the past. First 500 residents must call 
by April 3 for free ticket. Visit www.theNSO.org or call 
847/272-0755.

Glenbrook North High School is planning its 
Grad Night celebration for graduating seniors. 
Donations of either cash or other small raffle prizes 
(gift cards, restaurant certificates, etc.) are needed. 
For more information visit  www.gbngradnight.com

OakArt 2013, an annual exhibition that celebrates 
the creativity of Oakton Community College student 
artists, April 4 - 26, at the Koehnline Museum of Art, 
1600 East Golf Road, Des Plaines. For details call 
847/635.2633 or visit www.oakton.edu/museum

Prom Fashion Show at the Y features high 
school students modeling the latest styles in formal 
wear on Sun., April 7 at 1:30. Tickets are $10 in 
advance, $15 at the door. For more information 
email bflanagin@nsymca.org

The 12th Annual Krolak Cup will be held at the 
Northbrook Sports Center from April 8 - 14 for an 
International hockey and friendship tournament. 
Teams of junior high school players from Sweden 
will compete against local players. The games are 
open to everyone. For more info call 847/291-2993.

Sharpen your driving skills with a two-day 
class on April 8 and 9 at the Leisure Center from 
9am-1pm. The fee is $12 for AARP members, $14 for 
non-members. Call 847/291-2988 to register.

The Batting Cages at Techny Prairie Park and 
Fields will swing open on Sat., Apr. 13, weather 
permitting. Hours are: 4-9pm Mon.-Fri., 10am-8pm 
on Sat. and noon-8pm on Sun. Twelve pitches for $1. 
Call 847/291-2980. 

Stop by the Village Hall during business hours and 
visit the Village Gallery featuring oil paintings by 
Northbrook artist Kathy Moulds through April 30.  
The display case in the lobby will feature oil painting 
featuring pets and animals by Bonnie Siegel.

Freckleface The Musical is on stage at the 
Northbrook Theatre through May 11. Professional 
performances by the Northbrook Theatre for 
Young Audiences are on Saturdays at 10:30am and 
1pm. Reserved seats are $8 and $10. For tickets, visit 
www.northbrooktheatre.org or call 847/291-2367.

Sign up for 2013 Summer Camps and 
Workshops with the Northbrook Park District! For 
more information, visit www.nbparks.org 

Find time for fitness this spring with classes 
that begin the week of April 15. The Park 
District offers Body Sculpt, Fit Boot Camp, Nia, 
Pilates, Yoga, Zumba and Zumba Gold with morning 
and evening choices to help you stay healthy and fit. 
Check the fitness schedule at www.nbparks.org to 
find a time that works for you.

Treasures, Trinkets and One-of-a-Kind Finds 
at the North Shore Senior Center Spring Sale on Fri., 
April 19, 8:30am to 3pm and Sat., Apr. 20, 8:30am to 
noon, at 161 Northfield Rd., Northfield. Free antique 
appraisals on Friday. For more info or to make a 
merchandise donation, call 847/784-6000. Proceeds 
benefit North Shore Senior Center. 

Tickets for the 44th annual Northbrook-On-Ice, May 
10-12, are on sale at the Northbrook Sports Center. 
For more information, call 847/291-2993.

The Bright Star Theatre Company, designed 
for teens and young adults with special needs, 
will perform Little Red Riding Hood on Sat., 
April 20 at 7pm and Sun., April 21 at 1pm at the 
Northbrook Theatre. For more information, visit 
www.northbrooktheatre.org  or call NSSRA at 
847/452-3369.

Calling All Bands! April 26 is the deadline for 
local bands to apply to be part of Rock the Green, 
Battle of the North Shore Youth Bands on Friday, 
June 7. For details, call 847/291-2995.

Thinking about summer? Pool passes are on sale 
at the Leisure Center and Northbrook Sports Center 
with reduced fees for early registration. Questions? 
Call 847/291-2995 or visit www.nbparks.org

The Northbrook Park District Senior Center, 
located at 3323 Walters Avenue, offers a wide 
variety of programs and classes for adults, age 55 
and over. For information call 847/291-2988, visit 
www.nbparks.org, or stop by the Senior Center. Try 
something new!

The 7th Annual Ken and Alta Thiel Strong 
Kids Dinner on Wed., May 1, at Allgauer’s 
Restaurant in the Hilton-Northbrook. Join the 
community for delicious food, exciting live and silent 
auctions, games and entertainment at the annual 
fund raiser in support of the Y’s Strong Kids Financial 
Assistance Program. Tickets are $125; a wide range 
of sponsorship opportunities are available. For more 
information, visit www.nsymca.org 

Local Vendor Community Market Day  
Local businesses are invited to sponsor booths at the 
Y’s first community market, running on April 27 from 
9am to noon alongside the Y’s Healthy Kids Day open 
house. Great opportunity to meet customers and raise 
business recognition in the community! For more 
information, contact bflanagin@nsymca.org

Interested in learning how to respond in an 
emergency? Each year, an average of more than 9 
million people gain the skills they need to prepare 
for and respond to emergencies through American 
Red Cross training. Visit www.redcross.org/takeaclass 
for more information about local and on-line classes.

Teen Safe Driver Clinics will be held on May 
19 and Sept 23 for drivers age 16-19 years old. The 
clinic is an opportunity to improve skills in a safe 
environment. Advanced registration required.For 
details visit www.audichicago.org 

A Memory  Loss Support Group for families 
and caregivers dealing with Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month 
at 7pm at Covenant Village of Northbrook, 2625 
Techny Rd. Call 847/412-7303 for information.

The Northbrook Public Library is seeking entries for 
its 11th annual juried art show; The Social Media 
Show held October 4 through November 30, 2013. 
Artists 18 years and older, working in all 2-D and 
3-D media, are invited to submit digital entries. 
Deadline: May 31, 2013. For a prospectus, visit 
www.northbrook.info/sms

Northbrook Artists will be featured at the 
Northbrook Originals annual juried art 
show  at the Northbrook Library from April 
1-29. The show, presented by the Northbrook Arts 
Commission in collaboration with the Northbrook 
Public Library, includes 52 works by 45 Northbrook 
artists in a wide range of media. Come to the Library 
to view the works of your neighbors and friends.

SAVE THE DATE. The Northbrook Police will be 
auctioning items on Sat., May 25. More details about 
the Police Auction will be in next month’s newsletter.

SAVE THE DATE. The Taste of Asia festival 
will be held on Sun., May 5, 12:30-3:30pm, at the 
North Suburban YMCA. The annual event, which 
is open to the public with free admission, will 
feature art exhibitions and demonstrations, music 
and dance performances, and a wide selection 
of delicious dishes to purchase and sample. The 
festival is presented by the Northbrook Community 
Relations Commission.

Village Happenings
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Wayside Farm, the last self-sustaining family Northbrook farm, was located 
just outside the northern Village limits on Waukegan Road. 
Today, instead of a farm, the Toll Road Spur, 
Red Roof Inn and other businesses occupy 
the land that was farmed for six generations 
by the Werhane Family. Louie Werhane, his 
wife Olive, and their two sons were the last to 
farm the fertile land. 

A founding member of the Historical Society, 
Louie regaled the board with stories of 
growing up on the farm. 

Once Waukegan Road was paved in 1921, 
Louie Werhane told of roller-skating to and 
from school while sharing the road with 
a car most days. Later, traffic increased 
enough that the family opened a vegetable 
stand near the road to sell their fresh farm 
produce to passing motorists.

As a young man, Louie was paid $3 a week 
when he worked at a gas station on the 
southeast corner of Waukegan Road and 
County Line Road, now 
called Lake Cook Road. The 
gas station, pictured right, 
was beside the famous eatery, 
Phil Johnson’s Restaurant. 
In 1933, he bought that gas 
station for $300. Several years 
later, when much of the traffic 
moved east to the newly 
opened Skokie Boulevard he 
sold the business and went 
back to farming.

Gone are those simple days, the buildings 
and the people who populated them. 
Replaced instead with high-speed travel, new 
technologies and electronic gadgets then 
unknown nor dreamed of. So, next time 
you are sitting idling in traffic because of 
road construction at this corner, remember 
these photos of the way it “used to be.” Then, 
ponder on what “used to be” Northbrook 
vistas your children will remember!
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