














 

Northbrook School District 27 - Wood Oaks Jr. High Narrative 

 

 

Wood Oaks Jr. High, located at 1250 Sanders Road in Northbrook, Illinois, was originally built in 

1972, with additions built in 1991, 1992, and 2006. The original construction included a 65,000 

square foot school, parking for approximately 100 vehicles, and a bus/car drop-off lane.  Since 

that time, Wood Oaks has seen three building additions, effectively doubling the square footage 

of the actual building to over 130,000 square feet, with no additional square footage added to 

the parking lot. Through the decades, the total number of staff accessing the school building has 

increased, including teachers, support staff, and administrative staff. The Administration Center 

is attached to Wood Oaks Junior High School. The junior high currently supports 85-90 staff 

members on a daily basis, plus visitors. The junior high serves approximately 450 students in 

grades 6-8. About 40% (approx. 200 students) take one of eight school buses that serve the 

school, and the remaining students either walk, ride their bikes, or are picked up/dropped off by 

car. The majority of the non-bus riders are picked up/dropped off by car. Depending on the 

school schedule, holiday breaks, and/or inclement weather, the car and bus traffic creates 

congestion, often with the overflow spilling out onto Sanders Road, causing further congestion 

and potential safety issues on a major North/South county road. Wood Oaks Junior High is the 

only school building in the school district that currently does not separate car and bus traffic for 

arrival and dismissal times, further adding to the congestion and overflow onto Sanders Road. 

 

Students participate in eighteen different athletic teams year-round. There are six different 

music ensembles and numerous after-school clubs and activities.  The need for increased 

parking can be seen daily as parents arrive to watch their children participate in these different 

activities, while school staff vehicles remain parked after hours.  Wood Oaks is a busy campus 

from the first student arrivals at 7:30 am too well after dark.  

 

In addition, the school hosts more than a dozen events requiring parking for 100 to 300 families; 

this is in addition to the school staff requiring a parking space.  Custodial staff must assist in 

parking vehicles inside the bus/car lane.  Sometimes, late-arriving vehicles block access for 

emergency vehicles.  There are over thirty-six sports events needing adequate parking, which 

can occur at any time of the year as the school hosts both indoor and outdoor competitions.   

 

As previously mentioned, parent drop-offs and pickups have increased dramatically.  Any 

inclement weather, rain, cold, or snow, increases the need for more traffic holding capacity.  The 

current lot has only a few spaces to spare once all staff arrive for work each day.  Wood Oaks 

also hosts parking for Park District events, and it acts as a spare lot for Northbrook Days. 

 

This use has deteriorated the parking lot surface and infrastructure to the point of needing to be 

completely replaced.  Understanding the current needs of the school, District 27 has engaged 

CAGE Civil Engineering to design a new parking area, enlarge the current traffic loop, and 

create a separate bus loop on D27 property at the corner of Sanders Road. and Walters Ave.  

This redesign will more than double our current parking capacity.  It will also bring the school up 

to the current zoning code parking requirements.  A traffic study was performed to assess the 



 

need for more car capacity.  The redesigned traffic loop will accommodate even the busiest 

parent drop-off day. 

 

Included in this redesign are increased stormwater detention, EV charging stations, improved 

LED lighting, and Crisis Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) for added safety 

measures.  Every improvement made to the Wood Oaks parking and traffic infrastructure 

increases the safety level for students, staff, and parents.  The increased traffic capacity and 

bus/car separation will greatly improve traffic flow and accident avoidance on and off of Sanders 

Road.  Frustrated parents will not be inclined to drop students off inside the parking lot or park in 

the surrounding neighborhood streets.  Bus ridership may actually increase as students will no 

longer have to wait to board buses after all car traffic has finished loading.  District 27 also 

acknowledges the need for sustainability and green space.  CAGE Civil Engineering has been 

directed to provide options for paver-surfaces, bioswales, and other green space opportunities 

as budgeting and Metropolitan Water Reclamation District (MWRD) requirements allow.   

 

This parking infrastructure project will improve safety for all District 27 stakeholders, and it will 

serve the families of District 27 as well as various user groups, including the Northbrook Park 

District and Village of Northbrook.  These improvements are an investment for the community 

for many years in the future.    
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