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 SUBJECT: ..- Lawn"_Spri;ikier Syat'ems

The De'pat;t:ﬁe'nt has' developed s "policy o'n-l.awn sprinkler sjéféh's-'that is more
stringent than Plumbing Code Rule. 890.1550(f). Attached are Plumbing Program
Policy #2A and the Lawn Sprinkler Policy, FPlease read and follow accordingly,
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~ v+ LAWN SPRINKLER POLICY

The Plumbing Code Tequivres that the potable water supply ghall not be tonnécted .
to non~potable water and shall be protected from backflow and back 8iphonage.
Among the requirements for Protection against crogs connection ia Plumbing

Code Rule 890.1550(?2 for lawn sprinkler Systems, The current rule allows the
use of vacuum breakers, if they are placed at least 6 inches above the highest
head and on the discharge side of a1} valves with no bsek pressure, -The Depart.
ment hae digcovered that the following two ¢ircumstances aye prevalent:

Over the past eighteen months, Illinois Departmént of Public Health-gnd the
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency have rece{ved teveral reports of
lawn sprinkler eystems being fitted with a saddle connection to a plaatic

care industry. The chemicals in question in both cages include fertilizer,
pesticides, herbicides and insecticides. Once g connection ies made to the
potable wter Supply system, maintenance &nd alterations are often performed
by a homeowner or maintenance man unfamiliar with Proper protection of the
potable water system. pye to the vulnerability of zhe potable water system
once a connection is in Place, it is the opinion of both I.E.P,A. and the
L.D.P.H, that the potential hazard should be classified a5 a high hazard, .
Therefore, to protect the potable water eupply, the Department will require
211l new lawn sprinkler Gystems to have g reduced pressure principle'?ﬁgkﬁégw
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